PRESS RELEASE

DNA FACTS REVEALED: 

THE WHOS, WHATS, AND WHEREFORE-ART-THOUS OF SCOTLAND’S NEW THEATRE FESTIVAL ARE NOW PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE
A TALE IN TWO CITIES: the programme for DNA 2007 (Dràma Na h-Alba 2007), Scotland’s celebration of theatre arts, is launched today (Thursday 16th August) at events in Inverness and Edinburgh. 

Driven by the Highlands and Islands Theatre Network, this arresting new festival aims to share and promote theatre of the highest quality. DNA also intends to provide a forum in which Scotland’s theatre community can learn, debate, create, and innovate. 

In this inaugural year, key participants range from the NATIONAL THEATRE OF SCOTLAND plus other Scottish and UK-regional companies, to a number of UK-national and international companies – not forgetting a host of Scottish youth and community theatre groups. 

Productions range from richly evocative storytelling by acclaimed Swedish companies VASTERBOTTENSTEATERN and PROFILTEATERN . . .  to fascinating contemporary interpretations of the great Shakespearean classics, The Tempest and King Lear by TARA ARTS and WILDBIRD respectively.  

A breath-taking physicality is central to two bills of cutting-edge work by PLAN B and the energetic Rush by FORRES PARKOUR of Moray.   Productions with an especially compelling regional flavour include The Callanish Stoned, (performed in English with Gaelic and Stornoway slang) by THEATRE HEBRIDES. Others, such as Otter Pie by the Glaswegian iconoclasts FISH & GAME or Only the Men by REELING & WRITHING raise timely questions about Scottish national identity.

The programme’s impressive variety of performance events is balanced by an extraordinary wealth of seminars, workshops, and symposia aimed both at theatre professionals and the general public. Meet-the-artist events give unique access to such luminaries as the playwright JOHN BYRNE, while keynote DNA masterclasses provide intensive three-day workshops with world-class practioners including the acclaimed theatre, opera, and film designer ALISON CHITTY and voice specialist KRISTIN LINKLATER.

DNA 2007 takes place at venues in and around Inverness from Thursday 18th until Monday 22nd October.

For further information, please contact 

MARY McGOWNE, The Vine PR

on 0141 810 5110 or 07786 231 066, 

or email mary@thevineprcompany.co.uk
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